The 34 m SKAIO is Germany’s first timber high-rise. (copyright: Architecture: Kaden+Lager, rendering: THIRD)
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Construction start for Germany’s first
timber high-rise
•
•
•
•

Stadtsiedlung Heilbronn GmbH hires ZÜBLIN to build timber
high-rise SKAIO
Ten-storey building to be erected as part of the city exhibition
for the BUGA 2019 horticulture show in Heilbronn
Construction start: January 2018
Use of timber construction shortens the project schedule
considerably

When completed, it will be the tallest timber building in Germany. The ten-

storey SKAIO high-rise in Heilbronn, based on a design by Berlin-based
architectural firm Kaden+Lager, is being built by Stadtsiedlung Heilbronn
GmbH and ZÜBLIN.
The 34 m building, being erected as part of the city exhibition for the BUGA
2019 horticulture show in Heilbronn, will be Germany’s first timber high-rise.
With an aboveground gross floor area of 5,685 m², it will offer space for 60
rental units with a total of 3,300 m² of living space. A bakery will move into
the commercial space on the ground floor.
The design for the SKAIO project was awarded to Kaden+Lager. The
architectural firm has been a specialist in urban timber construction for years
and has designed several timber and timber hybrid buildings with a number
of different clients.
The building will be erected by ZÜBLIN Timber using the method of timber
hybrid construction. The walls and ceilings will be of wood and will make up
most of the building. But the innovative hybrid structure will still require
some concrete. The base floor and the stairwell will consist of reinforced
concrete and are to be built first. The façade will be clad with aluminium
panels on the outside.
Construction elements from PEFC-certified spruce
A major advantage of timber construction is the relatively short time needed
for construction, as the timber elements are largely prefabricated and merely
require mounting and assembly on site. “We build one floor a week,” says
Markus Brandl, project manager at ZÜBLIN Timber. The supports for the new
buildings are made of glued laminated timber. For the timber walls and
ceilings, ZÜBLIN Timber uses only spruce – mainly from German forests and
fully PEFC-certified, the certificate of quality for sustainable forestry. That is
an important requirement for additional certification: Stadtsiedlung
Heilbronn GmbH is applying for gold certification for SKAIO from the German
Sustainable Building Council (DGNB).
ZÜBLIN Timber, with offices in Aichach and Gaildorf, will realise the new 34
m building together with ZÜBLIN Subdivision Stuttgart, Business Unit
Heilbronn. Construction is scheduled to begin before the end of January.

The order by Stadtsiedlung Heilbronn GmbH includes a second hybrid timber
building with five floors. This building, which is also being erected by
ZÜBLIN, will have a gross floor area of 1,572 m² and room for 13 apartments
on five floors. Both structures form part of the city exhibition at the BUGA
2019 horticulture show and the new Neckarbogen neighbourhood (more
information at: www.leben-am-neckar.de).

Stuttgart-based Ed. Züblin AG has about 14,000 employees and, with an annual
output of over € 3 billion, is one of Germany’s leading construction companies.
Since it was founded in 1898, ZÜBLIN has been successfully realising challenging
construction projects in Germany and abroad and is the number one in the
German building construction and civil engineering segment. The company’s
range of services comprises all construction-related tasks – from civil
engineering, bridge building and tunnelling to complex turnkey construction to
construction logistics, structural timber engineering and public-private
partnerships. ZÜBLIN attaches great importance to partnership-based
cooperation, and our ZÜBLIN teamconcept has proved its value as a successful
partnering model for about 20 years now. Current construction projects of the
company, a subsidiary of globally operating STRABAG SE, include the new Axel
Springer building in Berlin, Messehalle 12 in Frankfurt and the Albabstieg Tunnel
along the new Wendlingen–Ulm railway line. More information is available at
www.zueblin.de
ZÜBLIN Timber stands for ambitious and pioneered solutions in the field of
timber construction. We are a single-source provider for the development,
production, delivery, and execution of high-quality timber construction systems –
from simple structural frames to complex timber engineering to turnkey project
execution. We work hand in hand with our clients to develop efficient solutions
and a sustainable quality of life. www.zueblin-timber.com.
Stadtsiedlung Heilbronn GmbH owns more than 3,700 residential units and has a
160-year history, given it years of experience in the construction and and
management of residential buildings. In 2014, Stadtsiedlung Heilbronn GmbH
signed a declaration of conformity with the German Sustainability Code and
committed itself to sustainable business practices. In addition to its experience in
residential construction, Stadtsiedlung Heilbronn GmbH also has extensive
experience in the commercial sphere. Here, too, the company is going new ways.
The Centre for Science and Technology WTZ III, sponsored by the EU and the
state of Baden-Württemberg, was awarded DGNB gold certification.
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